This volume is the prisoner of its extraordinary sources, namely the homicide reports, composed by local investigative magistrates, detailing cases, and recommending penalties that were routinely sent to the ministry of justice and passed up the bureaucratic hierarchy to the emperors. The period is principally the Qianland reign , and the approach is regional, relating to Guangdong province. The author has selectively used those cases relating to homicides deriving from disputes over land, including boundaries, water-rights, rent defaults, evictions, ownership, tenancy and the system of redemption. Redemption relates to the customary practice of land-sales containing buyback arrangements, some of surprisingly long duration. Given the nature of landlordtenant relationships, debts, variously incurred, are also a significant source of disputes ending in manslaughter. Most of the disputes were on a small-scale, often interpersonal, with numbers usually increasing exponentially once families and especially kinships were involved. We are not addressing popular mobilisations of any description. The evidence relates to incidents ending in deaths, and if some were murderous by any definition, none were really riotous and peasant rebellion does not come into it. Buoye's detailed summaries of scores of such incidents certainly proves this beyond any reasonable doubt. What he does not prove, however, is his contention that resort to homicidal violence was rarely premeditated. It is true that weapons were often those which came to hand -especially for those under surprise attack -although many of those setting out to demand redress took lethal weapons, including knives, spears and what appear to be primitive fowling pieces. Capital punishment was available, but the best defence, even for initiators, was that the homicide itself was unpremeditated. Hence, the evidence given in mitigation appears almost invariably, and certainly unsurprisingly, to have been manipulated with that objective.
Although the last point goes unnoticed by Buoye, the details of the source and nature of the conflict provides relatively rich material respecting socio-economic human relationships. The minutiae revealed is the grist to Buoye's mill, and he relates it to the rapid economic and social changes in the Qianland period. What can only be described as a demographic explosion is central, together with mounting pressure on land, rising (if still oscillating) rice prices, and commercialisation within what appears to have been (with certain exceptions) over-ridingly peasant subsistence communities. This involved the commercial production of rice and wheat, together with mulberry for silk-worms. Although Buoye is understandably hostile to the crude application of western socio-economic developmental models, he identifies some accommodatory legal changes, among them a radical revision of redemptions in 1740 and again in 1756, which facilitated outright sales (often by owners seeking capital to promote commercial and other entrepreneurial ambitions) and represented an undermining of customary relationships over land. These changes came after state recognition of the problems of rent default, which was criminalised in 1727, and punished by eighty blows with heavy bamboo. The principal beneficiaries were landowners, but the changes also had a Reviewscomplex effect on what Buoye dubs 'the balance of economic power between land and labour'. It was this which promoted resistance to economic change on 'ethical grounds', and the details embraced by the homicide reports sustain the identification of customary relations under threat with resisters articulating defences in moral-economic terms. Although Buoye refers to the 'tired debate' between James C. Scott and Samuel Popkin, the former's analysis is clearly ideologically supported here. Ironically, although investigative magistrates scrupulously applied the law, their rulings on occasions imply a preference for custom, and where possible their decisions were manifestly influenced by it.
Buoye depends heavily, and understandably, on a burgeoning corpus of secondary material on socio-economic developments in eighteenth-century China. However, he shies away uncomfortably from perceptions of 'incipient capitalism', although he is prepared to grant that 'peasant households were active participants in the market'. There is, unfortunately in this reviewer's opinion, no attempt to speculate even briefly on any comparative insights between his material and (perhaps) parallel identifications of moral-economic perceptions. E. P. Thompson's seminal article gets its almost obligatory mention, though Bin Wong's fascinating 1982 study of 'Food riots in the Qing Dynasty' is ignored. Finally, while some presentational failings are probably of linguistic derivation, the prose is often tortuously obscure, and littered with repetitions, proving the need for much more rigorous copy-editing. Romania makes a habit of trapping scholars fascinated by its rurality and this book is one of a long line of studies which have probed the landholding structure and evaluated the progress of reforms. A. L. Cartwright (he tells us his wife's first name but not his own) seems to have formed an interest in Romania quite recently and mentions an ESRC scholarship which enabled him to travel there 'on a number of occasions' which may or may not exceed the recorded fieldwork visits of 1997-8. However despite a relatively short association and the evident lack of any previous publications on the country (for none are referred to in a bibliography of around 150 items) he has succeeded in making a thorough examination of the recent reforms as well as outlining the historical antecedents. But as this review will attempt to show, while the book cuts a broad swathe through the history of Romania's modernisation, with a core area of originality and quite careful attention to referencing and Romanian spelling, the terms of reference are simply too vast for an authoritative review to be sustained.
Roger
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The core of the book consists of village studies carried out in the Cluj-Napoca area of Transylvania after the author established contact with the History and Philosophy Institute of the city's Babes°-Bolyai University. Considerable help was evidently received from staff and students, including access to archives going back to the communist period and field work that was carried out at Mirs°id (Saˇlaj County) and Plaˇies°ti (Cluj County). The reasons for the selection of these two villages are not given although a thesis on collectivisation at Mirs°id (1956-62) written by Florin Abrahamone of the student helpers -may well have contributed. From interviews and use of local registers (like Cartea Funciaraˇ) the author built up a picture of events from the early twentieth century, but with particular emphasis on the post-1945 period of quotas, collectivisation and restitution. We get useful insights into the way in which collectivisation occurred and how members became disillusioned in the early 1960s as state farms were allowed to take the best land while deteriorating rewards for farmwork legitimated theft and ensured that peasants would be primarily concerned to retain their private plot and ensure that their children left for jobs in the towns. The study of restitution shows that people often did not wait for legislation but simply took their land back, because they knew precisely where each piece was situated and there was an overwhelming sense of justification for direct action. It seems that even unilateral seizures of land from state farms were (tacitly accepted by the authorities in the areas studied.
It is a pity that more is not made of these studies which would have benefitted from some mapping and tabulation of data. Despite the differences between the two villages there is no thorough comparative assessment and local detail from other villages in the region and further afield, though some enigmatic references are made to fieldwork at Paˆncota near Arad. More significantly, there is no real attempt to link the local studies with trends in the country as a whole, although it is conceded that things were done differently in Transylvania. Indeed, the concluding chapter as a whole is rather lacking in depth and focus. It sets out with the proposition that the reform of 1991 was 'an ambitious attempt to deal with the need to restructure the economy and . . . compensate some of the victims of communist rule ' (p. 197) . It also promises 'some explanation for why [the reforms] took the form they did' (Ibid). However, in the end it turns out that the need for restitution was basically the only objective and the anticipated explanation does not really surface. Certainly the Salvation Front government wanted to retain large scale farming; yet it could not afford to oppose the many instances where peasants unilaterally took over their ancestral lands. This largely determined the maximum of ten hectares (arable equivalent) and ensured that only symbolic holdings would be given to farm workers lacking ownership claims.
The conclusion is also disappointing because the key question ('The Return of the Peasant?') is only answered -in the negative -by implication. Although there are millions of small landowners, Romania can never be a peasant society in the way it was before communism and even the owners in the villages would only be farming part-time if they could get other jobs. Yet the all-important issue of diversification is not discussed. It is remarkable that a book based on fieldwork as recent as 1998 has nothing to say about Romanian politics apart from the thinking immediately after the revolution.
The Democratic Convention that took over the government in 1996 had its own restitution agenda which was activated before it left office in 2000. Yet the book refers to no primary source or political debate post-1991. This would not be so significant were it not for the bland reference to 'the failure of post-Ceaus°escu agrarian policies through their inability to respond to the new map of land tenure' (p. 123) which is made without any review of evolving government policy or reference to the expertise available at Babes°-Bolyai University on rural development issues.
Rather than focus on the recent history in greater depth -which the title of the book suggests through its emphasis on land reform in 'post-communist Romania' -the author chooses to engage in a summary of history going back to the nineteenth century which takes up the first hundred pages. The result is a concise overview, but one which lacks the authority of the core concern. A rather uncertain grasp of the historical and geographical context comes out in several ways. The historical background chapter, which takes off from Ottoman decline without reference to Romanian nationalism, places independence in 1877 after the Congress of Berlin, yet a unilateral declaration in 1877 -during a Russo-Turkish War -was confirmed by the Congress in 1878. Then the author is deceived by a study of villages close to Faˇgaˇras°near Bras°ov -on the Olt river (which rises in northeastern Transylvania) -and claims that the area is in 'Olt County in the southwest of the country' (p. 107). Most confusing is a reference to the mass resettlement of ethnic Serbs from the Baˇraˇgan area of the Yugoslav frontier in the late 1940s (p. 97). In fact the programme was launched in 1951 and affected some 13,000 Romanian families: potential opponents of communism who were thought capable of collaboration with Titoist elements following Yugoslavia's expulsion from the Cominform. And Baˇraˇgan was the area in southeastern Romania that they were sent to, not the place they came from! It also has to be said that themes relating to the earlier period are often inadequately digested, given the overall assessments made. A chapter on 'Rural Development during the Golden Age of Multilateral Socialism' promises much on the late President Ceaus°escu's draconian 'sistematizare' programme of rural reorganisation. In fact the project is only superficially investigated and there is confusion between three distinct elements: (a) promoting villages to urban status; (b) modernising around 7,000 other villages as viable settlements; and (c) eliminating the remaining 6,000 altogether. The project certainly failed, but only because the revolution halted the process and while the rate of new building made it unlikely that it would ever have been completed, there is no doubt that much of it might well have been implemented. Certainly it was taken extremely seriously by all concerned in the late 1980s when much was being done in Ilfov County, acting as a demonstration area which other counties were to emulate in the 1990s. New towns were slow to appear and the first 24 declarations (not 129 as stated in the text) were made just months before the revolution. But many new civic centres were created on razed sites following expropriation of home owners: demolition was by no means restricted to villages slated for total elimination. Fifty years ago the notions of organic farming and organicism were widely derided by the orthodox agricultural establishment as being obscurantist, excessively nostalgic and providing a forum for the crank, the subversive and the grubby-fingered adherent of 'muck and mystery'. To those who drafted the 1947 Agriculture Act which laid the basis for the dramatic post-war revolution in agricultural productivity, the incipient organic school seemed at best irrelevant, and at worst a reactionary irritant which would hamper the progress of much-needed expansion in food production. But times, events and people change, and, from the appearance of Jacks and Whyte's Rape of the Earth in 1939 and Rachel Carson's Silent Spring in the 1960s, it became increasingly clear that all was not well in the farming world and there developed a groundswell of opinion opposed to inorganically-fed soils, intensively managed animals and an agricultural system which paid more heed to the cost accountant than to the tenets of good husbandry. In this fluent, humane, elegant and beautifully-balanced book, Philip Conford chronicles the evolution of these changing views, and in drawing upon a wealth of contemporary sources, traces the origins of the organic movement in Britain and America between the 1920s and the 1960s. As they demonised the proponents of 'industrial' farming (primarily the Rothamstead scientists, the modernising economists like C. S. Orwin at Oxford and the demon of demons, Sir Alfred Mond, founder of I.C.I.) the early organicists recognised that humanity was required to pay its dues to nature by pursuing the 'Rule of Return' and thereby ensuring the fertility of the few inches of topsoil upon which human life and civilisation depended. This, they believed, was the true science. Nature was an expression of the divine spirit and only by developing an understanding of the laws which God had imposed on nature could the soil be worked with optimum productivity. If the validity of the natural order could only be appreciated through the realism of agriculture, Conford demonstrates that the organic movement in the early days (as, indeed in the present) was about much more than the techniques of husbandry. To Ehrenfried Pfeiffer, the main agricultural disciple of Rudolph Steiner, the nutritionists Sir Albert Howard and Sir Robert McCarrison, farmers and journalists like Jorian Jenks, H. J. Massingham, Friend Sykes and Lawrence Easterbrook and the landowners Rolf Gardiner, Lord Northbourne, the Earl of Portsmouth and Lady Eve Balfour herself, organicism was nothing less than a fundamental critique of the values of industrial society and the relationship of Western civilisation to the natural world. As they reflected on the virtues of Guild Socialism and Social Credit and the 'distributism' of Belloc and Chesterton, the organicists placed heavy emphasis upon the local and regional in terms of both production and consumption. People mattered; people working on the land and with the land, their productivity being measured in terms of output per acre rather than the baleful economist's concept of output per man which inevitably implied a haemorrhage from the countryside.
David Turnock Leicester University
In his sensitive analysis of the intellectual motives underlying organicism, Conford delivers a body blow to those New Age pagans who see the Judaeo-Christian tradition as inimical to a compassionate concern for environmental issues, by locating the organic Reviewsmovement firmly within an Anglican context. God, it was argued, had given the gift of science as a means of revealing His creation and in that respect agricultural systems based on the natural order served as a locus for the reconciliation of science and religion. As Ronald Duncan put it, there should be little distinction between reverence for the soil and reverence for the altar, so that a sense of the sacred was central to rural life. Lady Eve Balfour's The Living Soil demonstrated a fundamental belief in the Christian faith as did Montague Fordham's championship of 'Christian Economics' which proposed the 'just price' and the abolition of usury. In like manner Maurice Reckitt's Christendom, A Journal of Christian Sociology propagandised the organic cause while H.J. Massingham, Adrian Bell, Philip Oyler and others believed that through the pursuit of a way of life which respected nature, Christendom itself might be revived. Meanwhile organisations like the Rural Reconstruction Association and The Council for the Church and Countryside were engaged with the organic school and John Middleton Murry (who ran a Christian farming community in East Anglia) supported the cause as editor of The Adelphi. But at the very heart of the early organic movement was Philip Mairet's New English Weekly. Himself strongly influenced by the theosophist A. R. Orage, the biologist Patrick Geddes and the Serbian political philosopher Dimitri Mitrinovic, Mairet was a committed Anglican who (together with his friend T. S. Eliot) believed profoundly that humanity could not be reconciled with nature before being first reconciled with God. By way of his own editorials and through publishing commissioned articles, Mairet ensured that over many years the New English Weekly upheld the philosophy of organic husbandry and articulated the organic interpretation of society against a specifically Christian intellectual background.
As Conford points out, a bewildering web of organisations and individuals were involved to a greater or lesser extent with the organic movement in its earlier days, and he helpfully provides a valuable glossary in the Appendix. Besides John Hargrave's Kibbo Kift, The British People's Party and the shadowy body the Kinship in Husbandry, many of Conford's dramatis personae were associated with the politics of the radical right. Henry Williamson and Jorian Jenks (who edited Mother Earth between 1946 and 1963) were both members of Oswald Mosley's British Union of Fascists, while the anti-Semitic Earl of Portsmouth, founder member of the English Array, narrowly avoided wartime internment as did Rolf Gardiner, the MP Michael Beaumont and the Tory historian Arthur Bryant. Along with many others, including Lord Northbourne, Anthony Ludovici and the poet Edmund Blunden, these men are claimed by Conford to have been implacably hostile to parliamentary democracy and the existing financial system and bent on perpetuating many of the ideals pursued by the German youth movements of the 1920s which would ultimately yield an authoritarian state and a folk community. Their views on Nazi Germany were, to say the least, equivocal, although it is perhaps less than fair at this stage to condemn them all out of hand as being tainted with Naziphilia. What they detested above all was plutocracy, and they craved a world wherein industrialism and speculation were subordinate to vaguely-defined spiritual values. It is to Conford's credit that he draws attention to these aspects of the world philosophy of some of the early enthusiasts but commendably suspends judgement in the light of further scholarly study.
110
Reviews
This work first saw the light of day as a doctoral thesis, but unlike most published examples of the genre it does not carry with it the spoor of its origins. To the elegance of his prose Conford adds a lightness of touch which will put to shame many of the lugubrious texts which nowadays seem to find their way to the academic bookshelves. His scholarship is sound, his reading impressively broad and the work overall is a fine illustration of the sort of balance required of a book which will appeal to both specialist and 'general reader' alike. May many people buy it, enjoy it and profit by its example. (1976) . In East Anglia he was also popular for his articles in the Eastern Daily Press, written under the title of 'A Countryman's Notebook', a collection of which has recently been republished. Ann Gander's sympathetic biography makes excellent use of Bell's diaries and other memorabilia, plus some fine photographs of him and his family (among his three children were Anthea Bell, the translator, and Martin Bell, the international news reporter and M.P.). It is an evocative, very readable and empathetic study, entering with great understanding into his feelings and providing a vivid evocation of the decisionmaking moments of his life. Ann Gander clearly knows and understands the East Anglian places with which Bell was associated, from Hundon to Beccles, and these are recreated here in their period settings as Bell knew them. Bell cannot be interpreted without reference to his local sense of place -the small things that mean so much in his writing -and this context is admirably provided in Gander's book. Gander gives a moving account of Bell's ambiguous but strong relationship with his mother, his subsequent devotion to his steadfast wife and his attitudes to other women. Indeed the book is a fascinating account of a man by a woman. Among the many other strengths of this work are Gander's portrayal of the aims and intentions of Bell's writing; his famed lightness and adroitness of touch in the choice of words and similes; his literary and artistic acquaintances (which included Alfred Munnings, the Leavises, John Nash, Edmund Blunden, Rolf Gardiner, C. Henry Warren, Henry Williamson and H. J.
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Massingham); the phases of his farming career (mainly in the 1920s and 1940s as an independent farmer) and the ways in which his writing was informed by these experiences. In the moving final stages of the book, Gander explores the effects of old age upon Bell. Bell's height of popularity was during the 1930s and the Second World War, when he had a particularly significant following among those away in the forces. Of additional interest in this book is the discussion of how the market for rural writing, as perceived by publishers, began to decline in the post-war period, and how this affected Bell. The biography has also succeeded in returning to some of the individuals fictionalised in Bell's writing, to document their responses to his characterisation. Bell was an author whose own life bore a close but complicated relation to his books, which often took the form of semifictionalised autobiography, and this correspondence between life and writing, physical work and art, is a subject that is fully explored in these pages. This biography is attractively produced and very good value, an excellently crafted and illuminating portrait, shedding considerable light on this author of enduring appeal. It deserves to be avidly read by the many admirers and future readers of Adrian Bell, who will find much of interest in it to enhance their appreciation of his work. The forty-fifth anniversary of W. G. Hoskins' The Making of the English Landscape and the twenty-one years since the foundation of the Society for Landscape History makes the year 2001 an important one for landscape studies. This volume celebrates the latter, but the influence of the former is still very much apparent. Since the pioneering work by Hoskins the scope of the discipline has widened considerably and the contributions in this volume reflect the broad range of topics that are now within the remit of 'landscape history'. The papers presented here deal with prehistory; the Roman and early medieval countryside; monastic landscapes; medieval uplands and landscape regions; medieval urban landscapes, and post medieval rural and industrial landscapes. The social and intellectual currents underpinning the discipline are also explored as well as the cultural value of landscape studies. Finally, Christopher Taylor reflects on how the discipline has changed over the course of his lifetime. Obviously there are particular contributions that stand out. Two detailed essays by Mark Corney and Stephen Rippon on the Roman and the early Saxon landscape are excellent summaries of complex periods that have been the subject of heated debate. In their study of the Arden and Feldon region of the West Midlands, Brian Roberts and Stuart Wrathmell suggest a prehistoric origin for what was ultimately 112
Reviews to become a sharp division in the medieval and post-medieval periods. Marilyn Palmer reminds us that post-medieval industrial landscapes are as worthy of study as their preindustrial rural counterparts and that landscape history is not simply about settlement patterns and field boundaries. As might be expected, some common themes emerge. Concepts of 'region', be they geographical, political or agrarian, are constantly in the background. Similarly, questions concerning the origins and longer-term effects of regional differences are never far away. In terms of priorities for future research this area is highlighted on more than one occasion; we need to know more about regional variation before we can evaluate change at a national level.
In the final contribution Christopher Taylor raises a number of points concerning the future of the discipline. The explosion of research on the history of the landscape since the 1950s means that it would now be impossible for a single author to write an allencompassing work such as The Making of the English Landscape. In 2001 it takes thirteen specialist papers to deal with what Hoskins attempted in one volume. While this growth is symptomatic of a thriving discipline, it inevitably presents difficulties of crossfertilisation. With an expanding knowledge base landscape history can now contribute much more to wider academic debates and forge links with other areas of study. There are opportunities here, but also problems of which Taylor offers a timely reminder. Landscape history is not the handmaiden of other disciplines but is a form of historical enquiry in its own right. It has its own agenda and can bring its own unique contribution to the study of the past. Therein lies its real strength. In the past twenty-one years landscape history has come a long way and proved much, and this excellent collection of essays also demonstrates where it might profitably go in the future. In recent years a number of books have been published on the subject of cottage architecture, many of which are crowded with images of thatched buildings with roses round the door. In Country Cottages, however, Karen Sayer has produced a volume which differs radically from similarly titled texts. By examining the factors that have, over the past two centuries, contributed to the propagation of the 'Beau Ideal', her aim is to explain the complex nature of our apparently 'natural' attraction to rural life. In six thematic chapters Sayer discusses how representations of the cottage have been used in discourses of gender, class, nationality and rurality. Images of both 'the ideal' Reviewsand 'the imperfect' home are the early focus of the book, and Sayer convincingly argues that these were deployed by those in positions of power to create a vision of what was desirable in a rural dwelling, especially for the female occupants. Indeed, Sayer contends that nineteenth-century reports of rural slums should be seen less as nearobjective reportage and more as the product of a pervasive domestic ideology that was focused on the reform of rural working-class lifestyles. The following chapters go on to offer a fresh interpretation of the ways in which the cottage and its garden have been used as an 'icon of Englishness' and have also symbolised a division between rural and urban life. Sayer rightly highlights how the idealisation of the rural environment has had a practical impact on cottage design and preservation, and has also prevented a greater awareness of rural social problems.
Robert Liddiard
The use of a wide range of source material and Sayer's interdisciplinary approach is laudable. However, because her primary concerns are the development and impact of urban middle-class beliefs, the book's analysis of the attitudes and experiences of rural residents is somewhat limited. Sayer does consider how the cottage was viewed by agricultural workers and, following on from her 1995 publication Women of the Fields, she pays greatest attention to the activities of working-class women. However, although this is certainly justified because they were the main subject of the domestic idyll, this approach excludes the views of a wide range of other members of rural society. Craftsmen and women, shopkeepers, and tradespeople were all cottage occupiers and owners in numerous nineteenth-century villages and many of these may have rejected at least some aspects of the Beau Ideal, especially where profit margins on cottage rents were involved. Differing income levels within the rural working class and regional variations in the distribution of property ownership are other factors that could have been considered. Even the extent to which the urban working class accepted an idealised vision of country living could have been seriously questioned, given that many had migrated from agricultural districts where actual 'imperfect homes' caused discomfort and bred disease. Whilst these points far from undermine Sayer's core argument that the cottage should be seen as a 'fluid space', which cannot be viewed from a single vantage point, the author could have gone much further in exploring the range of human experience that influenced attitudes towards cottage life.
A further criticism of this publication concerns its lack of illustrations. This is a major omission in a text which encourages a reading of paintings and photographs as evidence, and questions the representations that they offer. The footnote references to galleries and other reproductions are useful but the authors and publishers of many less expensive works have helped readers to engage with their arguments by including copies of at least some of the key images under discussion.
Overall, however, Country Cottages makes an important contribution to our understanding of the development of attitudes towards the cottage in the modern period. The continued importance of the issues raised gives this book an extremely relevant feel and Sayer deserves credit for discussing rural housing in an innovative manner.
Martin Ayres University of Leicester 114 Reviews
Kerry Smith, A Time of Crisis: Japan, the Great Depression, and Rural Revitalization, Harvard University Press, 2001. 481pp. $40.
'My focus is on developments outside of the halls of power in Tokyo, and on the particular importance of community life and the economics of farming' (p. 2). Kerry Smith immediately tells us in her introduction of A Time of Crisis that she wishes to examine Japanese experiences of the 1930s from the perspective of the lowly rice farmer in his small paddy field. By minutely examining the events of a seemingly obscure village in the northeastern prefecture of Fukushima, Professor Smith bravely bids to study 'some of the ways in which the state and communities provided alternatives to despair and violence' (p. 2) during a period of acute rural dislocation. Smith's researches concentrate on a single village. Assisted by a rich lode of local archival material, she insists that her adopted Tohoku village of Sekishiba was 'a fairly unremarkable place' (p. 10) and for that very reason might serve as a counterpoint to the exceptional. Smith wants to hold Sekishiba up as an illustration of how 'even average communities were home to rich and varied lives' (p. 11). She contends that 'it is clear that in Sekishiba we have the chance to observe ordinary lives in extraordinary times' (p. 11) with rural Japan being buffeted simultaneously by a sharp drop in rice prices and the return of the remains of villagers who had died in the burgeoning war in China.
A Time of Crisis employs a huge canvas. In order to make sense of events on the periphery, Smith has to paint in at least the outlines of developments prior to the early 1930s, stressing that Japanese history since the mid-nineteenth century appears to have been characterized frequently by 'patterns of state and private cooperation' (p. 14). She maintains that her detailed account of how one remote village worked to solve the desperate agrarian challenges of crop failures and rural indebtedness of the 1930s, illustrates the successful amalgamation of bureaucratic and local interests in revitalizing the countryside.
The result is a highly ambitious, important and convincing portrait of the manner in which local leadership at the village level, when actively supported by officialdom at the centre, could work to resuscitate a frequently demoralized and economically fragile community. It is also clearly a labour of love, though this has possibly left the text overencumbered with some detail that a firmer editor might have axed.
The approach is largely chronological, stretching form the initial repercussions in 1929 and 1930 of huge drops in the prices of both rice and raw silk, though the appalling famine that accompanied the failure of the rice crop in northern Japan in 1934 and on to the gradual recovery that, hardly coincidentally, accompanied Japan's drift to total war by 1941.
The village of Sedishiba appears to have weathered the storms of the 1930s and the subsequent challenges of the Pacific War without drastic change to its value system or power structure. The same individuals notably the local mayor and the principal landlord, made the running in tandem and, to judge by Kerry Smith's most careful findings, did indeed manage to improve the villagers' lot. Both individuals were conservative. Their common philosophy of modernizing the local economy by enhancing productivity, through the re-examination of the role of local co-operatives and by Reviewsattention to bookkeeping was set firmly in what Mayor Sato Sakichi proclaimed unselfconsciously in September 1935 to be 'the old-fashioned, beautiful traditions of mutual assistance in each hamlet'. (p. 268). Not surprisingly, the whole enterprise came replete with that most dreaded of Japanese diseases -the official questionnaire.
The Pacific War, while certainly increasing the state's demands for yet more rice from a dwindling work force, left the countryside to get on with the job. Smith tells us that the only individual added to the myriad committees and associations spawned by the war was the local policeman. Otherwise it was business as usual, until the American occupation radically altered the status quo. Those historians who reckon that continuity best describes the flow of Japanese history from the pre-war to post-war era might find in Professor Smith's voluminous work a possible corrective. The American occupation changed both the land-holding arrangements and the selection of local figures of authority in the countryside. New personalities, drawn from lower down the pre-war rural hierarchy, now got their chance to organize a very different and increasingly less important economic sector. Rival Jerusalems is the product of a research project that began in the mid-1980s, and represents 'something over half '(p. xv) of the results of the research: it is to be followed by a further volume on 'secularisation' written by Alasdair Crockett. Its basis is a full computerisation of the 1851 Census of Religious Worship which, having been corrected for omissions and checked for reliability, is comprehensively mapped for England and Wales. There are two parts to the book: the first treats the entire body of data at registration district level; the second takes the analysis down to parish level for fifteen counties incorporating a total of 2,443 parishes. A sizeable body of social and economic data taken from a variety of sources, including Poor Law Commissioners' reports, the census returns and the Imperial Gazetteer, was also collected to help put the results derived from analysis of the religious census into context. The presentation of results is prefaced by consideration of criticisms of the reliability of the returns, and attempts to establish their accuracy. With reference to contemporary concerns regarding deliberate falsification the authors conclude that there is 'no evidence which supports any allegation of considerable, deliberate falsification' (p. 44), a fact that is perhaps unsurprising and no necessary guarantee that it did not occur; nor do they believe that the fact that the census was taken on Mothering Sunday, in poor 116
Reviews weather or during the lambing season will have had much effect upon the geography of religion that it reveals. Statistical verification takes the form of the construction of correlation coefficients between the number of sittings recorded and the number of attendances for each denomination, to establish internal consistency, and very high correlations were found in almost all cases. Rounding of estimated attendances may have occurred, but again we are assured that 'there is little evidence' that estimation led to exaggeration of the number of attendants (p. 51). Chapters two to six present the registration district level results, exploring in turn the Church of England, old dissent, new dissent and Roman Catholicism, relying largely upon conventional indexes of sittings and attendances, though with some additional proportionate share measures constructed for the Anglican Church. This section does not make for easy reading for we are necessarily taken through the geography of the various religious denominations in some detail, also presented in summary in cartographic form. The maps themselves are excellently clear, though would have benefited from the inclusion of county boundaries. The analysis is unerringly rigorous, however, and these chapters provide an invaluable work of reference which will be the essential starting point for any future exploration of religious allegiance in the mid-nineteenth century, particularly at the regional level. The results are largely unsurprising: they bear out the 'Tillyard thesis' concerning the distinctive regional strengths of Methodism and old dissent, as well as the 'Currie thesis' regarding the success of Methodism in areas of Anglican weakness. It may be this lack of novelty that leads the authors, wholly unnecessarily, to constantly reiterate the value of the quantitative, statistical approach adopted here.
In Part Two we move to a consideration of the parish level data. Chapter seven provides thumbnail sketches of the economic structures of the fifteen counties examined, followed by quantitative contrasts in terms of population, land ownership, property values and poor relief payments. Chapter eight compares the 1851 census to the Compton Census of 1676 and now some unexpected results emerge, particularly the low correlations between Compton Nonconformity and old dissent in 1851. Catholicism appears to have become far more concentrated in particular parishes by 1851, and the tenacity with which it survived in particular areas is overshadowed by the clear evidence of absolute decline, at least before the impact of Irish immigration was fully felt. The most dramatic change, however, is the rise of dissent (particularly new dissent) and the decline of Anglicanism, this growth of religious pluralism representing 'a change of the utmost importance and consequence, surely one of the most dramatic shifts in British history ' (p. 266) .
Sunday School attendance is given separate treatment, and among the interesting results produced are the strong relationship revealed at county level between Sunday school enrolment and the prevalence of child labour, and the success of 'closed' parishes in recruiting high proportions of Sunday scholars per capita, even if total numbers were greater in the much larger 'open' parishes. A discussion of free and appropriated sittings is followed by two substantial chapters which examine the influence of land ownership and the impact of urbanisation. The data reveal clearly that parishes became more religiously diverse as they became more 'open', a feature that is explained in terms of both loyalty and dependency in closed parishes, with particular emphasis upon the higher poor relief payments and other benefits to be found here. The suggestion that a Reviewsfurther advantage was that 'employment was relatively secure and well-paid' (p. 387) in such parishes, however, is difficult to square with the overwhelming evidence of an overstocked labour market in many southern corn-growing counties, seasonal unemployment, declining wages between 1833 and 1850 and generally lower wage levels than prevailed in the north. The final chapter on urbanisation and regional secularisation, designed to set the stage for more intensive treatment by Alasdair Crockett, throws doubt upon the often assumed relationship between secularisation and urbanisation, for indexes of attendances tended to rise slightly with urbanisation, and it was only in the case of the largest cities (and particularly London) that low indexes could be more regularly found. Furthermore, there were many agricultural areas that exhibited low indexes of attendances and sittings, and these were particularly prevalent in the border zones where cultural pluralism was most in evidence.
This book forms a wonderful resource but in many ways provides a new starting point rather than a conclusion, and one hopes that the data that underpins it will be made generally available to scholars to allow fuller exploration of religious allegiance within specific local economic, social and cultural contexts. One final concern, however, is the manner in which some of the statistical results are presented. For while we are assured that 'many steps were taken to keep the text approachable, readable and within reach of any modern student trained in history or the social sciences' (p. 9), some might struggle just a little with the information that 'The Kruskal-Wallis test statistic (which is basically a non-parametric form of one-way analysis of variance) was significant at all confidence levels (p ¼ :0000Þ . . . ' (p. 243) , while tables such as 9.1 (p. 295) and 9.10 (p. 311) are likely, for some intelligent scholars, to prove both incomprehensible and repugnant. The development of 'scientific' forestry in France and its application in the uplands of the Alps and Pyrenees provides the narrative thread for this interesting and well-argued book. Rooted in a detailed examination of the development of state and commercial forestry interests in the deṕartements of Arie`ge and Savoie, Whited examines the range of conflicts between traditional users of upland pastures and woods and the promoters of new techniques of afforestation from about 1850 to 1940. In analysing these conflicts, she is able to trace the way in which new attitudes towards the upland environment, in particular its role in environmental protection and as a source of income, conflicted with the diverse interests of upland grazers, peasant-farmers and the nascent tourist industry. The shaping of the upland landscape, she argues, reflected conflicting views of forestry as a cultural, environmental and agricultural resource and such conflicting views were 118
Reviews evident in the legislation governing the afforestation programmes which, from the 1870s onwards, made a major mark on the mountain scene in France. The opening two chapters provide both a geographical context for the detailed case studies and, more importantly, trace the emergence of a scientific discourse which favoured upland afforestation in France. Whilst conflicts between state forest interests and those of the peasantry had a long pedigree, the development of a range of Codes Forestieres from the 1830s sought to regularise forest use and, as a number of forest conflicts showed, to criminalise a number of traditional forest practices. As scientific discourse sought explanations for dramatic flooding and landslides in upland areas in the lack of forest cover, a drive to plant new woodland and regulate existing woods developed. Such regulation, often much resented by the local inhabitants, brought communes into conflict with the growing apparatus of forest administration. The connections between scientific knowledge, the drive for state afforestation and the traditions of mountain communities are nicely encapsulated in Whited's case studies.
In both Savoie and Arie`ge, the catastrophic impact of floods and landslides was the imperative which drove the state's growing interest in forest management. Tree planting, coupled with the better management of the existing forest cover, was seen as integral to the environmental protection of the uplands. But that drive for management was at the root of numerous local conflicts which Whited describes in order to elucidate the complex relations between science, the state and the forest. The allocation of monies for afforestation schemes, attempts to regulate (i.e. limit) peasant's use of upland forests and the alienation of communal lands for planting schemes all provided catalysts for conflict between the state and commune. The advent of upland tourism, especially in the Alps, provided further ammunition to limit traditional uses of the uplands in favour of a constructed, pseudo-naturalised landscape. By the time the powers of the Eaux et Forets had been confirmed in the early-1920s, the institutional power of the forestry lobby was firmly entrenched.
The story that Whited tells is a fascinating one. Whilst some parts of the text might have been written rather more fluently, her arguments about the connections between scientific discourse, forest institutions and mountain communities are of great interest. In both its detailed case studies and the analysis of the ideologies of the afforestation programme, Whited's book is likely to be of interest to a wide audience. The book essentially charts the economic, social and political history of the area now known as Hertfordshire from earliest times to c. 1100. In his introduction Tom Reviews
